
 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salida Community Hero Award ~by John Freeland 
The Rotary Club of Salida awarded its first 

Salida Community Hero Award to two gen-

tlemen of the Salida Fire Department, 

Fireman Tommy Dick and Fire Chief Dale 

Skiles.  Chief Skiles, who thought only 

Tommy would be receiving the award, 

came to speak about Tommy Dick.  

Tommy, of course, is well-known to 

Salida Rotarians.  He was a cadet fireman, 

who then volunteered at the Salida Fire 

Department beginning in 2000.  Chief 

Skiles hired Tommy in 2003 as a full-time fireman for the district because he exhibited exemplary 

skills as a fireman, and also displayed unselfish service to the fire department and to the Salida Com-

munity.  His community service includes activities at his church, and coordinating the Christmas 

Holiday gift donation campaign.  After Tommy received his award, Volunteer Division Chief John 

Barton spoke about the next re-

cipient, Chief Dale Skiles.  Exem-

plary leadership of the fire depart-

ment was the primary reason for 

selecting Dale for the Hero 

Award.  Dale has worked tire-

lessly to improve the district, and 
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as a Salida fireman was preor-

dained.  His father was a Salida 

fireman.  Dale spent his youth at 

the firehouse, and tagging along on fire calls.  Dale reminisced about his early days at the firehouse 
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Club of Salida congratulate and salute Tommy Dick and Dale Skiles, true community heroes! 
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