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James Dempsey from IT Solutions/Currie talked to us 
Friday about computer security in a presentation he 

�F�D�O�O�H�G���³�+�R�Z���W�R���5�R�E���D���%�D�Q�N���´�����+�H���O�H�W���X�V���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�D�W�����Z�L�W�K��
out proper security on our computers, all our personal 
information is vulnerable.   

One of the reasons is that few business people really un-
derstand computers, including those responsible for man-
aging technology in their companies.  There is often in-

adequate training on how to handle security, especially in a networked situation. 
Most people have some fear about security of their information in computers but 
few know what to do about it. 

In addition to money, cyber crime steals data, identities, and reputations. 
One way criminals steal data is by using Malware or spyware.  This is software that is more prevalent than viruses. 

�,�W���G�R�H�V���G�D�P�D�J�H���E�\���H�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U���F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U���D�Q�G���³�P�L�Q�L�Q�J�´���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����F�R�S�\�L�Q�J���S�D�V�V�Z�R�U�G�V�����F�U�H�G�L�W���F�D�U�G���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V�����D�Q�G��
other security information. 
The first step criminals use in the attack is to get the user to a site on the internet where they can be tricked in to 
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The second thing that happens is that the malicious software goes looking for security breaches or missing security 
�S�D�W�F�K�H�V���������7�K�D�W�¶�V���Z�K�\���L�W�¶�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�R���G�R�Z�Q�O�R�D�G���D�O�O���W�K�H���O�H�J�L�W�L�P�D�W�H���X�S�G�D�W�H�V���� 

The other tool that is used by cyber criminals is software that keeps track of vulnerabilities of various programs and 
notifies the criminals when they are found. 

How do we protect ourselves? 

�x�� Patch management �± do all updates. 

�x�� Install anti-virus software 

�x�� Install a firewall 

�x�� Use a spam filter 

�x�� Use strong passwords 

For business, also 

�x�� Restrict user rights. (reserve administrator rights) 

�x�� Restrict web use, email 

�x�� �'�R�Q�¶�W���D�V�V�X�P�H���D�O�O���L�V���2�. 

�x�� Update everything 

�x�� Audit often  

James has been a computer technician for 20 + years.  He is currently a Security specialist �± a crime fighter.  Cyber 
crime is responsible for $1 trillion loss annually. 
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