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MCS Outreach & Intervention Team tJorge Perez ~by John Freeland
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gang lifestyle in California. Jorge Perez knows from person
experience growing up in Salinas. What Jorge has learned
that gangs are a mental, evil disease that foster hatred.

Stanislaus County has over 5,000 documented gang memb
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Lparticularly between the Nortenos and Surenos. Solutions dle-

a red belt.

signed to limit gangs can help, such as the gang injunction ¢stab-

picture of the young man with a gang associate. Jorge says this young man was confronted by a cari

that eventually turned him away from the

OLVKHG E\ WKH 6WDQLVODXV &RXQ
too can direct intervention with young people at risk for becoming gang members.
Jorge is the director of the Modesto City Schools Outreach & Intervention Team. Its mission is to intefvene in
the lives of young children in an attempt to steer them away from gangs. Jorge demonstrated one of his pow-
erful intervention techniques by telling the history of a high school age young man growing up in Sali
GHVFULEHG WKH \RXQJ PDQYY DWWUDFWLRQ WR WKH JDQJ O
us of his deepening commitment to the gang and his increasingly poor attitude. That attitude is displ

gang lifestyle. Atthe end of the

presentation we learn that this young man was Jorge himself.

Jorge says his presentation to children focuses on choices: that what they
chose today will influence what they will do for the rest of their lives. He
shows them the contrasts between outcomes. For example, he takes chil-
dren to visit prisons, and then will take them to a fancy restaurant. He
tells them that it does not matter where you live, but where you end up,
and that this will be determined by education. Jorge knows that he cannot
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salute Jorge and his team for their efforts.
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