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ROTARY CLUB OF 

SALIDA 
P.O. Box 1099 

Salida, CA 95368 

Meetings on Fridays 

at 6:45 am at the 

Holiday Inn Express 
(on the corner of Sisk 

and Bangs)

JORGE PEREZ�² OUTREACH COORDINATOR  

MCS Outreach & Intervention Team �± Jorge Perez ~by John Freeland 

Poverty and peer pressure; acting tough, 

�J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���³�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�´�����S�D�U�H�Q�W�D�O���D�E�V�H�Q�F�H�����S�D��
rental ignorance, and parental neglect; 

poor education or poor motivation; doing 

�G�U�X�J�V�����D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���\�R�X�¶�U�H���³�G�R�Z�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�J�D�Q�J���´�����7�K�H�V�H���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���I�D�F�W�R�U�V���G�U�L�Y�H���W�K�H��
gang lifestyle in California.  Jorge Perez knows from personal 

experience growing up in Salinas.  What Jorge has learned is 

that gangs are a mental, evil disease that foster hatred. 

Stanislaus County has over 5,000 documented gang members, 

and an estimated similar amount of undocumented members.  

The city of Modesto has 50 documented gangs.  The potential 

for serious bloodshed exits due to gang territory and rivalries, 

particularly between the Nortenos and Surenos.  Solutions de-

signed to limit gangs can help, such as the gang injunction estab-

�O�L�V�K�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���6�W�D�Q�L�V�O�D�X�V���&�R�X�Q�W�\���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\�V�¶���2�I�I�L�F�H�������6�R��
too can direct intervention with young people at risk for becoming gang members. 

Jorge is the director of the Modesto City Schools Outreach & Intervention Team.  Its mission is to intervene in 

the lives of young children in an attempt to steer them away from gangs.  Jorge demonstrated one of his pow-

erful intervention techniques by telling the history of a high school age young man growing up in Salinas.  He 

�G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���W�K�H���\�R�X�Q�J���P�D�Q�¶�V���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���J�D�Q�J���O�L�I�H�V�W�\�O�H�����D�Q�G���K�L�V���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���U�R�O�H���P�R�G�H�O�V�������+�H���W�R�O�G��
us of his deepening commitment to the gang and his increasingly poor attitude.  That attitude is displayed in a 

picture of the young man with a gang associate.  Jorge says this young man was confronted by a caring teacher 

that eventually turned him away from the gang lifestyle.  At the end of the 

presentation we learn that this young man was Jorge himself. 

Jorge says his presentation to children focuses on choices: that what they 

chose today will influence what they will do for the rest of their lives.  He 

shows them the contrasts between outcomes.  For example, he takes chil-

dren to visit prisons, and then will take them to a fancy restaurant.  He 

tells them that it does not matter where you live, but where you end up, 

and that this will be determined by education.  Jorge knows that he cannot 

�V�W�R�S���J�D�Q�J�V�����E�X�W���K�H���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���P�D�Q�\���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���O�L�Y�H�V�������:�H��
salute Jorge and his team for their efforts. 
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�-�R�U�J�H���3�H�U�H�]�����V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���X�V���W�Z�R���L�W�H�P�V���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���D���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V��
room that should give parents concern that he is 
thinking about joining a gang - a realistic toy gun and 
a red belt. 


