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~by John Freelantl Janice shared with u April 30, 2010

her first career after college, which was as 'Ssg&égb\l/g" 39
an elementary school teacher for the Sylvan  ggitor:
School District. She taught first grade fgr  Donna Murphy
ten years. She then became a learning spe-donnamurphy
L. e @sbhcglobal.net
cialist, where her responsibilities were var-=
iled. Her many assignments included teaching remedial sty-
dents, serving as faculty advisor to student council, and agsess-
LQJ FKLOGUHQYY DFDGHPLF DELOLWLHV 6KH EURXJKW W
for a 15 minute opening. She employed a learning prodgRaisso the Dussto assist the

_~ MADLEN MIRZAIAN SADDIK
‘3‘\ REFERRING TRAVEL AGENT
209-496-5334

&

children in developing an understanding of themselves and others. The program taught,
among other things, individual responsibility, learning to like yourself, and getting alonp with
others even if they are different than you. She taught students the rewards from intrinsic mo-
tivation: personal satisfaction when we do something good for others.
Janice shared with us the story of Peeper, a young chicken happy to be alive, but whq did not
like at all the peck system. As the youngest chicken in the cage, he suffered from the[pecking
order, but had no one younger than him to peck. One day a younger chicken finally jgined
him and the other chickens in the cage. The pecking began with the oldest pecking tHe next
oldest, and so on. When Peeper was pecked, the other chickens were startled when Peeper

GLGQTW SHFN WKH QHZHVW FKLFN LQ WKH FDJH +H H[FO
DQG LW KXUWV DQG ,fP QRW JRLQJ WR GR LW = $PRQJ W
ers may do to us does not mean we should necessarily adopt those behaviors and employ
them ourselves. Instead, we should consider the feelings of others
EHIRUH ZH FRS\ VRPHRQH HOVHTV EHKDYLRU
Janice says that the program brought a sense of community to the
VFKRRO 6KH H[SUHVVHG FRQFHUQ ZLWK WRGD\YfV DHDUQ
sizes passing standardized tests at the expense of other learning such
as becoming a good person, neighbor, and citizen. It is something to

consider as we continue to work to improve our schools.
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