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ROTARY CLUB OF 

SALIDA 
P.O. Box 1099 

Salida, CA 95368 

Meetings on Fridays 

at 6:45 am at the 

Holiday Inn Express 
(on the corner of Sisk 

and Bangs)

JANICE VELLA �² VOCATIONAL  

~by John Freeland�² Janice shared with us 

her first career after college, which was as 

an elementary school teacher for the Sylvan 

School District.  She taught first grade for 

ten years.  She then became a learning spe-

cialist, where her responsibilities were var-

ied.  Her many assignments included teaching remedial stu-

dents, serving as faculty advisor to student council, and assess-

�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�������6�K�H���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���J�U�D�G�H���F�O�D�V�V�H�V���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���H�Y�H�U�\���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J��
for a 15 minute opening.  She employed a learning program, Russo the Dusso, to assist the 

children in developing an understanding of themselves and others.  The program taught, 

among other things, individual responsibility, learning to like yourself, and getting along with 

others even if they are different than you.  She taught students the rewards from intrinsic mo-

tivation: personal satisfaction when we do something good for others. 

Janice shared with us the story of Peeper, a young chicken happy to be alive, but who did not 

like at all the peck system.  As the youngest chicken in the cage, he suffered from the pecking 

order, but had no one younger than him to peck.  One day a younger chicken finally joined 

him and the other chickens in the cage.  The pecking began with the oldest pecking the next 

oldest, and so on.  When Peeper was pecked, the other chickens were startled when Peeper 

�G�L�G�Q�¶�W���S�H�F�N���W�K�H���Q�H�Z�H�V�W���F�K�L�F�N���L�Q���W�K�H���F�D�J�H�������+�H���H�[�F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�R���W�K�H�P�����³�,���N�Q�R�Z���Z�K�D�W���L�W���I�H�H�O�V���O�L�N�H��
�D�Q�G���L�W���K�X�U�W�V�����D�Q�G���,�¶�P���Q�R�W���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���G�R���L�W���´�����$�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���O�H�V�V�R�Q�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���V�W�R�U�\���L�V���W�K�D�W���Z�K�D�W���R�W�K��
ers may do to us does not mean we should necessarily adopt those behaviors and employ 

them ourselves.  Instead, we should consider the feelings of others 

�E�H�I�R�U�H���Z�H���F�R�S�\���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���H�O�V�H�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�� 

Janice says that the program brought a sense of community to the 

�V�F�K�R�R�O�������6�K�H���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�R�G�D�\�¶�V���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�F�K���H�P�S�K�D��
sizes passing standardized tests at the expense of other learning such 

as becoming a good person, neighbor, and citizen.  It is something to 

consider as we continue to work to improve our schools. 

April 30, 2010 

ISSUE 10, Vol. 39 

2009-2010 

Editor: 

Donna Murphy 

donnamurphy 

@sbcglobal.net 


