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There are two sides to Juvenile Donna Murphy
Court. The first side is delinquency, donnamurphy
which involves children charged with @sbcglobal.net

crimes. Less serious crimes are han-
dled through deferral programs, such as youth court.
Children remaining in the juvenile court system who
have charges that are found true will be subject to dg
tion and either formal or informal probation. Only those committing the most heinous
will end up at the California Department of Rehabilitation (formerly CYA).
The other side of juvenile court is dependency, which involves children who have bee
abused or neglected or are at risk for these. The goal of juvenile dependency court is
cation of the children with their parents. This can come as a surprise to some given th

ten-
Crimes

L
reunifi-
at the

cause of harm to the children is the parents. However, as Commissioner Williamsen ¢x-

plained, children who are successfully reunited with their parents do better than being
in long-term foster care. Thus, the court works with the parents to devise reunification
The parents must complete those plans or lose their parental rights.

placed
plans.

Not surprisingly, over eighty percent of the children coming before the dependency coprt

have parents who are substance abusers. Thus, much of the

reunification process involves substance abuse recovery. Un-

fortunately, programs designed to assist with the reunification

process as well as those on the delinquency side of juvenile
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to combat both delinquency and dependency.
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ROTARY CLUB OF
SALIDA
P.O. Box 1099
Salida, CA 95368
Meetings on Fridays
at 6:45 am at the
Holiday Inn Express

. (on the corner of Sisk
Harm Hilvers Susan Drake John Kenny and Bangs)
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